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at   once.   Thereupon   Kitchener   practically
washed his hands of further responsibility

" I have been watching since January very
carefully," he said, " for the moment when it
would be necessary to come forward and it
has been to me a most deplorable fact that this
agitation has broken out, because, whatever I
say now, I do not speak with as much force as
I should have done had this agitation not

arisen."

Sir George Arthur goes on to say:
"A difficulty was thus rendered still more
difficult by the action of well-meaning zealots,
and Kitchener's only course was to inform the
Prime Minister of his precise military require-
ments, and leave it to him to frame the
necessary political measures/' *
This premature agitation was no doubt re-
grettable; it robbed his intended demand of
the dramatic and personal touch which had
been so great a factor in August 1914. But
surely it cannot have been unexpected Over
two million recruits had been attested; their
relations and friends, and the relations and
friends of killed and wounded men, were cer-
tain to denounce the unfairness of a system
which asked everything from volunteers and
gave everylliing to shirkers. Compulsory ser-
vice was, in fact, a burning question in the
country at large, and the only surprising thing
about the agitation was that it had not been
more marked. If Kitchener remained unaware
1 Arthur, III, p. 316 and footnote.